BRIAN WILSON – GENIUS OR HARDWORKING GUY?





by





Jonathan Stephen Courtney





B.A. (Hons.)


Commercial Music





Department of Communication and Creative Industries





University of Westminster





January 2003




























































































�
ABSTRACT





The aim of this thesis is to answer the question: Brian Wilson – Genius or hard working guy? Was his work a product of genius or a result of highly skilled sustained effort? 


	Definitions and theories of genius are examined. An overview is given of the culture in which Brian Wilson was working to assist in understanding the environment in which he was composing. I explore the development and critical response to The Beach Boys in their early years, then progress to our main focus, Pet Sounds, “Good Vibrations” and Smile. Critical response is from family, musicians and colleagues, academics – both literary and musical, contemporary musicians and others from the music industry. Sources for the early years were limited as rock press was under developed. Resources for critical response included videos, books, magazines, newspapers, Internet and a personal interview with Andy Paley, collaborator and colleague of Brian. I examine the critical response to Brian, his reputation and the significance of his musical contribution in relation to concepts of genius. 


	The conclusion reached is that the various philosophies of genius intertwine, there may be different emphases, but it is an amalgam. Genius will always remain a myth. On the evidence presented my opinion is that Brian Wilson is a genius.                
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